William David Arnold
November 25, 1937 - December 31, 2013

Dr. William David Arnold, DVM passed away peacefully on Tuesday, December 31, 2013,
after a full 76 years of gratefully living, loving, and serving his Lord, family, friends, country
and all living creatures both big and small. Services will be 2pm Friday, January 3, 2014 at
Powder Springs First United Methodist Church with Rev. Roger Vest officiating. He will lie
in state at the church from 1pm until the time of service. Interment will be Monday, January
6, 2014 at 12noon at the Georgia National Cemetery in Canton.
Dr. Arnold was an alumnus of Auburn University and owned Mableton Veterinary Clinic.
He was a member of Powder Springs First United Methodist Church, the American
Veterinary Medical Association, Former South Cobb Jaycees, Friendly Fellowship Class at
PSFUMC, Paul Harris Fellow, Alpha PSI Veterinary Fraternity Alumni and was a veteran
of the United States Marine Corps (1959-1962).
The family will receive friends at West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory Thursday,
January 2, 2013 from 2pm-4pm and from 6pm-8pm.
Born in Honolulu, Hawaii to his parents who preceded him in death, William Moody and
Netta Louise Pruett Arnold on November 25, 1937, Bill spent his childhood growing up on
various military bases from Hawaii, to Alabama, to Germany, then New Jersey. While in
Germany, he happened off the base and met his first best friend, a stray dog that he
named Franz and brought home to make his own. This was only the beginning of his
desire to care for God’s creatures that became his life’s calling.
Holding all sorts of jobs as a school kid from newspaper boy in Dothan to ice cream man
as a teen in New Jersey, Bill saved his pennies and continued his formal education at
Auburn University (Alabama Polytechnic Institute). On one of many college weekends, Bill
went home with his roommate to Fairfield, Alabama where he met his roommate’s
neighbor, a beautiful high school girl named Nancy Terry Brown. He took her to his spring
formal; she took him to her prom. They kept their promise to hold each other’s hearts, for
better or worse, for the next 54 years.

Dr. Arnold, affectionately known as “Doc”, moved his family to Georgia where he practiced
veterinary medicine for 40 years until his retirement from his business, Mableton
Veterinary Clinic in 2006. His heart for animals exceeded anyone’s lack of ability to pay for
services at his clinic…..never turning an animal away that showed up on his doorstep in
need of care, which is how his current sidekick, Odie became a part of his life. Even after
retirement, he continued his ministry and life calling, leading the Blessing of the Animals at
Powder Springs Methodist Church, his home church for 40 years.
Dr. Arnold and his bride enjoyed many adventures in their lifetime together – from raising
4 God fearing sons while Bill actively served in the United States Marine Corps and
completed their own respective college educations to seeing the world on many trips both
across the US and internationally with family and often their best friends, the Millers.
Enjoying the great outdoors whether it was spent on weekends kayaking on the Nantahala
or the Ocoee, riding his bike on the Silver Comet Trail, or daily walks with Odie, Doc never
missed a chance to enjoy the moment he was in, a legacy he hoped to pass on to his
family and friends. Doc could be seen wearing his bowtie on Sunday mornings singing in
the choir at his home church, PSFUMC, for many years and frequently extolled his Auburn
Tigers on Sunday morning from the Choir Loft depending on the previous day’s game
outcome. A lover of music, he is remembered as having “happy feet” and loving to dance
when a song he liked came on. Although he would never admit it, his giving heart touched
the lives of many, as a good steward of his resources, either in the form of wise words,
jobs he had available at his clinic that he could offer, or financial blessings at the right
moment as he felt led to do. His life in the form of servant hood leadership touched the
lives of many and was not in vain. Doc never met a stranger nor lacked for a story, joke, or
even a bit of wisdom to share. Called “Papa” by his grandchildren, he was happiest when
surrounded by his wife, children and grandchildren with a glass of good wine in hand
(which he never ordered by the color and was highly insulted when accused of doing so),
knowing that all were under one roof even if only for a meal for a moment.
Dr. Arnold was a humble and faithful servant, and did not come to this world to stay, but
has finished his task and gone home to live with his Heavenly Father.
Dr. Arnold’s legacy will continue through his survivors: his wife, Nancy Brown Arnold; his 4
sons: William David Arnold Jr. of Franklin, TN and his wife, Sharliss, Mark-Eric
Cumberland Arnold of Marietta, GA, Henry (Hank) Louis Arnold of Canton, GA and his
wife Shannon, and Constantine (Conny) Christopher Arnold of Kennesaw, GA and his
wife, Heather; Sister, Jeni Arnold of Dothan, AL; 7 Grandsons: Will, Eric, Stephen,
Christopher, C.J. and Adam Arnold and Brice Bostick;7 Granddaughters: Katherine, Terry,

Zoe, Nani Grace, Sarah, and Emmi Kate Arnold and Anna Bostick; and one great
grandson, Koltyn. He is also survived by Odie, Sparky, Danny, Bella, Bailey, Lizzie and
Billy Bob.
Contributions can be made to the Campus Outreach and mailed to PO Box 43737,
Birmingham, AL 35243 with Dr. William Arnold Memorial Fund #2055 listed on the
payment. Contributions may also be made to the Cobb County Humane Society or
Calvary’s Children’s Home.

Comments

“

With heartfelt sympathy for your loss and may the Lord continue to be with you and
yours...... Blessings

Dr. Betty Ann Cook - January 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

He will certainly be missed. Love and prayers from the Travis family

Rhonda Travis Farmer - January 08, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy and family, so sorry to hear of the passing of your loved one. Lost Ralph this
summer and I can relate to your grief. God Bless.

Ann Morris - January 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss you - January 1, 2014
Posted: January 1, 2014 | Last Revised: January 1, 2014
Doc Arnold took care of all my "babies" since I moved to Georgia. I have had quite a
few of them, but he is noted for taking care of my best feline friend "Measha". She
had breast cancer and only lived a year after her diagnosis. He and his staff were so
loving and caring with our family. I felt his love and compassion for us. I have been in
Alabama for the past ten years, and looked high and low for another vet like "Doc
Arnold", but I have yet to find one who is loving and caring as he was. I will miss you
very much. Love and prayers to all the family.

Teresa Getman - January 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

The kind of doctor that makes me proud to be a veterinarian. "Lord, please make this
a Blessing to those that knew Doc, just because they knew him."

Gerald Skees - January 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. What an amazing legacy he has left behind in his truly
amazing family.

Michael and Christine Woods - January 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry for the Arnold Family's great loss. I loved reading about Mr. Arnold.
What an amazing life and what a wonderful written tribute. Praying for your family.
Janet Wallace Graham

Janet Wallace Graham - January 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So sad to hear of your loss. Your huge, close family is what you worked together all
those years to build and it is what will pull you through now. What an amazing legacy
"Doc" has left in his Christian family and the memories made with so many. May
these memories bless you and keep you. All our love and condolences. Sid, Martha,
Travis and Tracie Baxter

Tracie Baxter Farrar - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

He will be sorely missed. He was the sweetest "old grump" I've ever known.
War Eagle forever!
Love ya', Doc. See ya' when I get there!

Roxy Cupp - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I started at the Cobb Animal Shelter in Sept 1978, and have so enjoyed knowing Dr
Arnold all these years. He was always happy & cheerful, and so willing to help the
animals. He will be missed!

Cindy Ganues - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy,
You have been in my thoughts and prayers since I heard of Bill's passing. I am
hoping and praying that you will gain strength from all of your wonderful memories.

Melissa Graydon - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

NANCY, YOUR IN MY THOUGHTS & PRAYERS . BIG HUGS TO YOU..LOVE YOU,
ANGIE HOWARD

ANGIE HOWARD - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We were so saddened to hear of Dr. Arnold’s sudden passing. We will miss his good
humor and jokes. He was a wonderful colleague and friend.
Love,
Dr. Khan and staff

Powder Springs Animal Clinic - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy, so sorry for your loss. You and your family are in my prayers. Donnie

Donnie Newsom - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So very sorry to hear Dr. Arnold passed - he was always so friendly and a pleasure
to speak with. Nancy, you and your family are all in our prayers.

Cyndy Cone - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We send our condolences and our prayers to the Arnold family. God Bless and
comfort you.

Chuck and Sue Baird - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill, you were a great and fun friend, and I will never forget you.

Carolyn Elsner - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Doc Arnold was such a sweet man and such a wonderful vet. He loved his family and
he loved all God's creatures. God Bless you during this difficult time.

Cindy Holloway Stauffer - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We have so many shared memories with the Arnold family...from birthdays,concerts,
white water rafting and the Opera. Bill was generous and loved his family...he will be
missed.

Steve & Debbie Thomas - January 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy you are in my thoughts and prayers. I know dr. Arnold will be so missed.

Melanie elliott - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

What an incredible and wonderful friend. Doc lived his faith and was one of God's
special people. It was a blessing to serve as his Pastor and know the entire Arnold
family. Our prayers are with you.

Jan and Jim Hollis - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to you and your family during this difficult time. "Doc" was truly
an amazing man and was a very influential person in my life. I am so grateful to have
had the opportunity to work with him.

Allyson Poss - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy & Family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I have always enjoyed seeing Dr.
Arnold & Odie on their visits to the bank. I will miss him very much.
Marie

Marie McDonald - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy I have been thinking of you since I heard the news. I am so very sorry. He was
an amazing man and the tribute is wonderful. I've always admired your marriage and
prayed I would find the same. I love you and miss you. I will be continuing to pray for
you and your family.
Love,
Kristen

Kristen Holt - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nan,
Keith & I have you and your family in our thoughts and prayers!! We so loved Doc
and we love you, too!!

Keith & Alice Beckham - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy, my heartfelt sympathy to you and your family during this difficult time. May
the Lord give you all comfort and peace.

Jamie Bennett - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy and family, my heart is heavy for you at this sad time and my prayers are with
you all.Bill was a fun ,kind and loving man that always called me sweet cakes.That
was such a beautiful story of his life that I just read and I feel blessed that I knew
him...

Sam & Sandra Cochran - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Arnold was a super human being! I can still see his face as he so willingly shared
a laugh. I will always remember the fun rafting trip i took w/ the Arnold's down the
Nantahala River, many years ago. Nancy, you and Dr. Arnold always had a place at
your table for Matt and I and your kindness will never be forgotten. God Bless you
during this difficult time. We love you all.

Julie Johnston Tepp - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Nancy and The Arnold Family,
Uncle Bill was the greatest man I know besides my own father. He will be deeply
mourned & missed but we have wonderful memories of him. I pray that God & your
memories help you find peace & comfort. I love you all. Carolyn Miller Frye

Carolyn Miller Frye - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to The Arnold Family at this most difficult time.

The VanHorn Family - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our friend Doc. You will be deeply missed.

Bob & Marge Mason - January 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Doc Arnold was a hero to me....growing up my father, Walter Buce, always let me
pick up stray animals and then take us to see Doc Arnold.... poor Doc had to tell me I
couldn't keep hardly any of them....my dad and Doc did this until I got married.. so
from 3 to 22 they made sure my heart was never broken.... my love and prayers go
to his family. ...he wasva great man!!!!

Molly Dean Buce - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy my heart is breaking for you and your family. Please know you have my
constant prayers and love....always.

Rhonda Putnam - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy and Family,
Our deepest sympathies are with all of you at this very difficult time. The world has
lost a truly remarkable man. May God and your wonderful memories comfort you at
this time. Love you all.

James & Stacey Watson - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

If I had to name the single most influential person in my life, it would be "Doc". The
time I spent working for him could be better described as the years that molded my
life. (Even though he used to joke & say he worked for me) I loved him - plain &
simple. The entire Arnold family is like family to me & my thoughts & prayers are with
you all! Love you all!! Lisa

Lisa Moore Dinning - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Nancy and family,
We will never forget Bill! He was a gracious veterinary "neighbor" who always had a
smile and a great sense of humor! He would always help out if needed. I was so
pleased when he retired and was able to do whatever you both wanted - and enjoy
all those wonderful grandchildren! I will always remember when he told me Nancy
had bought a minivan so she could tote those grandbabies! May God bring you
peace so your memories of him will warm your hearts and make you smile!
We were blessed to have known him!
Jim and Karen Wylie

Jim and Karen Wylie - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Love to you Nancy and your family. I will truly miss my special cousin Bill. You are all
in my prayers.

Linda Pruett Campbell - December 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

