Sylvia Ruth McClure
August 18, 1960 - July 31, 2019

Sylvia Ruth McClure, beloved mother, aunt, cousin, sister, and friend, passed away July
31, 2019 at the age of 58. Born on August 18, 1960 in Clarendon, Jamaica, she was the
daughter of the late Eulalee (née Campbell) and George Washington Fagan. The second
of six children, she moved to London, England with her older sister Doreen in 1973,
joining her parents who had moved there years prior. It was in London at Barclays Bank
where she began her career in the financial sector that continued when she moved across
the Atlantic to the United States in 1994. She earned many awards and honors, including
Regions Bank's Better Life Award, for her work, which she considered her calling. She
loved helping her clients achieve their goals and took great pride in what she did.
A loving mother, Sylvia was dedicated to her children and cheered them on in everythingtheir basketball games, band concerts, world travels, and pilot dreams. She was always
present, teaching them to take risks, dream big, believe in themselves, and never give up.
You could often hear Sylvia on the phone, laughing as she checked up on family in
Jamaica, England, Canada, and across the U.S. She was always the one to send birthday
cards and call for the holidays. Community, in general, was important to her, and she
invested her time and energy in cultivating connections between people, evident in her
service as the president of the Jamaican Chamber of Commerce, a fundraiser for Food for
the Poor, and a leader in her Home Owners Association. She was often sought after for
her advice and generously shared her wisdom as easily as shared the sweet potatoes and
strawberries from her garden.
A Christian, she was a member of Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Marietta.
She loved life and lived it in style: sunglasses in the summer time and her nails painted
year round. She was always ready to smile for a photo, her arm usually wrapping around
you as she looked into the camera. She enjoyed traveling, attending plays, going to the
movies, cooking, and participating in her local library's book club. On any given sunny
afternoon, you could find her dancing and bopping her head to her favorite Reggae and

RnB songs in her living room or at Wednesday Wind Down at Centennial Olympic Park.
The life of the party, she was bold and rarely shy.
She lived her life holding others up and will be remembered for the impact she has had on
so many.
She is preceded by her parents and survived by her children, Charleen and Darryl;
siblings, Doreen, Paulette, Timothy, Cliff, and Paul; nieces and nephews, Vanessa, Karen,
Elisha, Justin, Kisha, Bianca, Natalie, Jordan, Luke, Richie, Leah, Shardonae, Sariya,
Omar, Sheldon, Neveah, and Shay; cousins Lilieth, Keneshia, Nursita, Magen, Raymond,
Elaine, Sylvan; and other family and friends.
Funeral Services will begin at 10:00 am on Saturday, August 24, 2019 at Pleasant Grove
Missionary Baptist Church in Marietta with Pastor Sammie Dow officiating. Visitation and
viewing will occur an hour prior to the service at 9:00 am. Interment will follow at
Kennesaw Memorial Park with repast taking place back at the church.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album A Tribute to the Memory of Lady Sylvia McClure

Kymberly Matthews - September 04 at 01:09 PM

“

Praying you'll find comfort to know that your loved one is with God and that his love
is eternal and immeasurable. The Lord has brought Pauline (Sylvia) to a beautiful
place of everlasting light and love. We are going to miss you so much but you will
forever be in our hearts. Charleen & Darryl please stay in touch if you ever need to
talk or visit we are here for you.
Brother & Sister Smith
Jamaica

Brother & Sister Smith(Smitty) - August 25 at 04:56 PM

“

“Well, well, well—for 58 years, 11 months, 3-weeks, and 2-days—God was missing
an angel and she was right here on earth, who knew?
The beautiful, smart and effervescent Lady Sylvia McLure and I met in 2015—of all
places, on the Knutsford Express from Kingston to Savanna la Mar—in Jamaica. I
was ‘trying’ to read, but ‘The Duchess’ had other plans!
With her positive, persuasive, and inquisitive self, Lady Sylvia just kept on talking to
me across the aisle, so I eventually put away my book. By the time she hopped off at
Luana’s, we discovered so many things about each other that we had in common—
while she was born in Jamaica, relocated to England and lived in Atlanta; I was born
in England, relocated and had lived Atlanta, and now lived in Jamaica; we loved the
7-mile stretch of white sandy beaches in Negril; and we were both social activists,

committed to making a difference in Jamaica—and the 4-hour journey seemed like
minutes.
‘Let’s stay in touch’, she said, ‘I’m a connector’ and a woman of her word, we did—
Virtually by text messages and WhatsApp calls lasting for hours discussing global
issues, politics, Jamaica and its scandals. in-person with her August birthday visits
playing in Negril; surprise JamCham visits coinciding with the biennial Diaspora
Conference meeting the “Who’s who” in Kingston, dancing, having fun with joy and
laughter at events; and a created trip to Calabash, the biennial International Literary
Arts festival, became a reality filled with joy, laughter and endless possibilities as I
met the well-talked about Ms Charleen—Wow!
Our amazing friendship was a great ride! It’s hard to believe we knew each other only
4-short years on this plane; for me it seems like a lifetime; and so it is with kindred
spirits!
Beautiful Charleen and adventurous Darryl, no words can express my deep sorrow
for your loss; just know that your mum will always be with you (in your hearts),
because she loved you both more than anything! I love you.
Dear God—thank you for having so generously shared your angel, Lady Sylvia; she
shined so brightly, has made a huge impact, and brightened my world; of course,
you’d want her back—I am grateful to have known such an amazing being. Thank
you, thank you, thank you!
Lady Sylvia—I love you; I miss you; until we meet again—Rest in Peace!”

Coral - August 24 at 10:54 AM

“

Pauline and I met on the walk to primary (elementary) school. Our grandparents
didn't get along so I was wary but she decided that we were going to be friends and
it's been that way for five decades. We've lived in different countries, on different
continents but we kept going. It wasn't easy in the beginning, the letters would take a
long time, there was no WhatsApp or Facebook but we had the will. I will miss my
friend dearly. Charleen and Daryl, she was so proud of you both. My condolences to
you and the extended family. May her soul RIP. Melba

Melva - August 24 at 07:30 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

August 23 at 02:14 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

August 23 at 11:50 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

August 23 at 11:14 AM

“

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

August 23 at 10:46 AM

“

The Simms family London England purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
Sylvia Ruth McClure.

The Simms family London England - August 23 at 09:25 AM

“

My dear and special friend Sylvia.
So many wonderful memories and now so much sadness!
We have talked about that moment of seeing the Great Light and you were actually
the executor on my will.
Was I not supposed to go before you?
Well....you won and are now in His Light.
We all are mourning and you are shining more than ever!
To Sylvia's family: may the good memories help ease your pain.
Always in my heart;
Rugia Manuel

Rugia Manuel - August 22 at 11:40 PM

“

Sylvia, our friend,and neighbor,
We will miss your beautiful caring spirit.
Your smile and laughter would light up the room.
Our sincere condolences to the family.
Tyna and Reggie Knight

tyna knight - August 22 at 07:19 PM

“

The Scott Family- Jewel Headley and Chris Scott purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

The Scott Family- Jewel Headley and Chris Scott - August 22 at 01:01 PM

“

From: Delma, Laverne and families. xx purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

From: Delma, Laverne and families. xx - August 22 at 10:53 AM

“

Sylvia - our light has dimmed with your passing – we are so sad. You were taken far
too soon – your time here too short. We met in our early years working for Barclays
Bank and became firm friends. You decided to make a new life with your family in
America but never forgot us – our bond was still strong. You travelled back to
England over many years and never once did you do so without us meeting up and
chatting and laughing for hours – we were so grateful to have had the time together
earlier this year when you were over, albeit for such a sad occasion. You touched the
hearts of everyone you met - you were a ray of sunshine. You will be greatly missed
by us but God bless you on your final journey where your parents will be waiting for
you with open arms. Sleep tight Sylvia – love from Delma, Laverne and families. xx

Laverne Bryant - August 22 at 10:33 AM

“

Yvonne Eubanks and Family, London England purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet
for the family of Sylvia Ruth McClure.

Yvonne Eubanks and Family, London England - August 22 at 10:09 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Nursita Johnson - August 21 at 12:20 PM

“

Pauline, a beautiful soul. God fearing, caring, generous, considerate, always looking
out for family and friends. I will always cherish our last time together, Cuz. You are
now safe in the arms of your Lord, you are at rest.

Nursita Johnson - August 21 at 12:17 PM

“

Monica, Ashley, Nabi, and Marwa purchased the Fiery Lily and Rose for the family of
Sylvia Ruth McClure.

Monica, Ashley, Nabi, and Marwa - August 19 at 06:16 PM

“

Sylvia (friend girl) I’m glad the day I met you and sad the day we had to part.
You’re wings were ready, but my heart was not.
No farewell words were spoken, no time to say goodbye, you were gone before I
knew it, and only God knows why.
Goodbyes are not forever.
Goodbyes are not the end.
They simply mean, I’ll miss you, until we meet again.

Our great memories are my keepsake, with which I’ll never part.
God have you in His keeping,
I have you in my heart.
I’ll miss my garden vegetables, and all the nice wholesome treats that you would
share.
I’ll raise & nurture my own backyard garden in your memory & make sure I pay it
forward with the love and laughter from your heart.
S.I.P my friend/sister love
Your friend to the end.
~Carleen~

Carleen Foster - August 17 at 07:25 PM

“

Sylvia was a light that shined like no other. I worked for her for a few years and she
was always there for me when I needed her. You will be truly missed! Sleep in peace
angel.

Shawna Tomlinson - August 17 at 01:50 PM

“

Pauline although we were not blood relatives i always regarded you as my cousin.
We are all so shocked and sad that you are no longer here wirh us. Will miss our
meetings in Jamaica. Pauline miss you so much. Charlene and Darryl time will see
you both though this and god bless you both. If you need anything and i can help.
RIP my beautiful Pauline. From Dawn. Miss Merah (mama) and Irene and family. Xxx

Dawn James - August 16 at 02:21 PM

“

We at the African American Authors Book Club, Stratton Branch, Cobb County
Library, will miss Sylvia, dearly. She was a well-read intellectual who added much
value to our discussions. We pray peace and comfort for Sylvia's family.

Juanita Goss - August 15 at 04:32 PM

“

I will miss my friend dearly. I met Sylvia a few years ago, before she became my
financial adviser, we shared our garden inspirations (thank you for the Thyme),
checking out new eateries in our area and about visiting Jamaica - skipping Montego
Bay and heading right to Negril. My heart aches when I think of you no longer being
here but I'm so glad for those years of friendship you gave me. You remain a
wonderfully kind person, I will always cherish our friendship.

Audrey Allen - August 14 at 10:42 AM

“

“Pauline” (Sylvia) had such a generous spirit. I will miss Pauline’s warmth and joyful
presence reflected in her contagious laughter. The world became dimmer as Pauline
passed on to her eternal home.

Magen Dunkley - August 10 at 07:14 AM

“

From Aunt Hilda Pinnock: “Pauline” (Sylvia) was always looking out for her relatives
near and far, and wanting to know how they were doing. She will be greatly missed.
May her soul Rest In Peace.

Magen Dunkley - August 10 at 07:06 AM

“

My beautiful Aunty was my inspiration. My mum was her older sis and they loved
looking after each other. Even though we was separated by water you couldn't even
tell. I am going to miss you sooo much words can't begin to comprehend. But the
Lord is my salvation and in Him do I trust x RIP until I see you again in heaven where
we will be rejoicing with the Lord x

Karen Lee - August 09 at 04:13 PM

“

Glen And Cheriel Simmonds sent a virtual gift in memory of Sylvia Ruth McClure

Glen and Cheriel Simmonds - August 08 at 09:25 PM

“

Audrey & Chris Earle lit a candle in memory of Sylvia Ruth McClure

Audrey & Chris Earle - August 08 at 01:36 PM

“

Sylvia was one of the kindest, most generous, and most dedicated persons I ever
met. She was a committed and strong leader of the Jamaican Chamber of
Commerce of Atlanta. She will be missed. Condolences to her family and may her
soul Rest In Peace.

David Panton - August 08 at 12:17 PM

“

I met Sylvia only recently but found her to be a very genuine and caring person . She will
truly be missed and again my condolences to family
Michael. Marshall - August 08 at 01:09 PM

“

I met Sylvia about ten years ago and was instantly struck by her genuine caring
personality.She was always involved in some project to help her beloved Jamaica.May she
enjoy eternal peace with our Lord Jesus.
Jim Kelly
jim kelly - August 13 at 01:41 AM

“

I met Sylvia 4 1/2 years ago and after 2 years we realized we shared the same birthday.
She was such a kind and loving person. Sylvia I’m going to miss you but God knows best.
Sleep in eternal peace until we meet again.
Michelle - August 16 at 10:18 AM

“

Death has no cure !! When the heart aches for love ones, there is no cure .YOU are deeply
miss by all that know you and by this special FRIEND ....Alex McKenzie (ur early days
teacher)
Alex McKenzie - August 17 at 03:30 PM

“

I remember when Pauline and Doreen arrived from JA in the 70s and the song that
everyone always requested them to sing " I ben a listening, a listening" lol!
Pauline I will miss your smile, kindness and love. You exemplified care and confidence.
I remember catching up with Pauline whilst she was staying at the Jury's inn,, shared a
meal and drink and we talked for ages. It was so lovely.
Pauline rest in peace my dear sister.
Much love Sandra Roache

Ps mum sends much love and condolences to the family
Sandra - August 23 at 09:41 AM

