Michael Balthazor
March 27, 1942 - March 21, 2020

Michael ("Mike") John Balthazor, 77, of Kennesaw, Georgia, died to this life on March 21,
2020. Mike was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend. Born in
Baraboo, WI, on March 27, 1942, he graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1964,
and also obtained an M.B.A. from Western Michigan University in 1970. Mike joined the
Army Reserves in 1964 and served for six years. Mike met his future wife, Susie, in the
summer of 1964 while working at Wisconsin Dells, and the two were married on June 5,
1965. Also in 1965, Mike started working for Union "76" Oil Company, which gave him the
"opportunity" to move around the country. This career took Mike and his family to Los
Angeles, CA, where he lived close to his sister Pat, and where he enjoyed camping and
riding motorcycles in the mountains and deserts. But soon opportunity knocked in
Manning, SC, and Mike took the brave step and moved his family across the country. The
move couldn't have turned out better. Mike embarked on a fulfilling career managing and
owning truck stops in North and South Carolina for many years, but more importantly,
Mike made life-long friends in Manning and Columbia. Mike retired at age 68 from a job in
sales. Mike started riding Harley-Davidson motorcycles with a close-knit group at the age
of 60, and as soon as he retired, Mike took off on a cross-country motorcycle trip, which
was one of many extended motorcycle trips. Mike and Susie were able to enjoy each
other's company and travel in the last 10 years to many parts of world, but two of Mike's
most favorite trips were with his children and grandchildren to Costa Rica and Wyoming.
Mike also cherished his time with family and friends at Lake Wateree and Isle of Palms.
Recently Mike took particular joy in helping with his grandkids in Kennesaw. Mike is
survived by his wife, Susie; son Pete (Elizabeth) Balthazor; daughter Janie (Chris)
Griffeth; grandchildren Brinson and Tillman Griffeth, and Michael Balthazor; and sister Pat
(Gene) Melvin. Based on the extraordinary circumstances currently surrounding the public
health crisis, a celebration of life service will be scheduled and announced at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to churches that have been very important in
the lives of Mike's family: Manning United Methodist Church (Manning, SC), Spring Valley
Presbyterian Church (Columbia, SC), Eastminster Presbyterian Church (Columbia, SC),
and Marietta First United Methodist Church (Marietta, GA).

Comments

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mike's passing. May your fond memories comfort you at this
time.
Love and hugs, Ilene Waite

Ilene Waite - April 03, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Ever since I met and got to know Mike, I found him to be a wonderful person to be
around and he quickly became a true friend. It didn’t take long to realize that Mike is
truly the most genuinely good and nicest person that I have ever met. I simply cannot
imagine anyone having anything but extremely positive things to say about Mike.
I will always remember his constant smile, as well as the great times we had during
our weekly golf outings. Mike was known to comment upon his lack of distance from
the tee but his ball could most always be found in the middle of the fairway.
We will miss you terribly my friend. Our golf, ROMEO lunches, wine tastings and
other social gatherings will simply never be the same.

Rick Lewis - March 27, 2020 at 03:25 PM

“

Dear Susie,
My condolences on the loss of your wonderful husband. He always had a smile and
kind word for everyone he met. I know you and your family will miss him very much.
Denise Potter

Denise Potter - March 26, 2020 at 10:38 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Michael Balthazor.

March 26, 2020 at 01:55 PM

“

Mike was a wonderful man, husband and friend. We are very sad to hear of his
passing. He always had a smile on his face and was so welcoming when we came to
his home. We have many good memories of him. One thing that made me happy
was to see Mike and Susie dancing together. He will be missed by all who knew him.
Bev and Brian

Bev Kinsey - March 25, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

We were crushed to get this news. Mike was truly one of our favorite people. I will
always cherish his Wisconsin brand of wit and wisdom and the many Thursday
mornings sitting together at the Links Men's Bible Study. We will also have long and
many memories of shared experiences in our John Strother Sunday School Class.
May the Lord bring peace and comfort.to Susie and the family. - Ray and Becky
Buday

Ray and Becky Buday - March 24, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

Susie, my heart is broken for you, Janie, Pete and the family. Mike was such a good
man. I keep thinking of how the three of us worked so easily when there was
something fun to host at your house. And all the little chats we had! He is, and will
be, sorely missed.
Love and HUGS!
Rhonda

Rhonda - March 24, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

He was and always will be one of my favorite people. I never had a bad moment with
Mike. He always brought a smile to my face and was the most comfortable guy to be
around. No airs, no ego, no self-importance, just Mike. I always wanted my
personality to emulate Mike’s. Never reached his level but he made me a better
person. Catch ya later, Mike

Dean Voeks - March 24, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss. My heart goes out to all of you during this difficult time. You
all are in my thoughts and prayers!

Kristen Manley - March 24, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mike's passing. We certainly grew apart over the years and I
would only see him at class reunions, fortunately during which we would reminisce
about the times we spent together in the neighborhood around 10th and 11th streets
in Baraboo. Mike was always a fine individual, especially when we were in grade
school and the ensuing years before graduation. I'm proud and pleased that he made
such a wonderful life for himself and his family. He will be sorely missed.
I'm sharing an early image (1953) of myself, Bill Garrison and Mike out on a "hunt" in
a local woods near Baraboo. Please enjoy, it may be the only image I have of Mike.

Doug Nolte

Doug Nolte - March 24, 2020 at 09:56 AM

“

Words fall short in expressing my sorrow. Mike was such a lovely man. Always
smiling and happy to see you. I was blessed to have know him.

Julie Morris - March 23, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

Susie, my heart hurts for you and your family. I know his presence will be greatly
missed. Mike was a beloved Grandpa and I am so thankful he was such a wonderful
influence in Brinson and Tillman’s lives.
Much love and condolences to you all,
Cheryl Wilson

Cheryl Wilson - March 23, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

Dad, I love you so much and I will miss you so much. Janie

Jane Griffeth - March 23, 2020 at 06:58 PM

