Joan D. Jenkins
July 23, 1954 - October 12, 2014

In the summer on July 23, 1954, in Charleston, South Carolina, Joan Dell Jenkins made
her entrance into this world to the proud parents of Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Elizabeth
Jenkins. She was their last bundle of joy among four children.

Joan loved spending time with her family, especially her nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews, friends, and alumnae and thoroughly enjoyed taking candid pictures of
them. Joan rarely left home without one of her many cameras, laptops, and iPad. She
enjoyed traveling and met no strangers. Joan realized early on that her purpose in life was
taking care of people and handling business.

Joan became known as “Mama Joan” because she was always called upon by others for
her advice. Joan’s legacy is one of caring and giving to all who came in contact with her.
She was never too busy to listen.

In her early years, Joan became a member of New Frances Brown United Methodist
Church (AME) under the leadership of Pastor Harold G. Gordon, in Charleston, South
Carolina. After relocating to Atlanta, Georgia, she became an active member of Elizabeth
Baptist Church, under the leadership of Senior Pastor, Dr. Craig L. Oliver, Sr. She served
faithfully as an advisor for the Elizabeth Baptist Church Youth Bank until her health failed.

Joan attended CE Wallace Elementary School, and graduated from Middleton High
School in 1972. In the fall of 1972, she attended, and in later years, graduated from

Wilberforce University, located in Wilberforce, Ohio. She earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Sociology and Rehabilitation in 1976. Joan was a very active member of the Wilberforce
University Atlanta Alumni Chapter for 21 years. During those years, she served with a
passion, in many capacities as: President, Vice President, Secretary, chaired the Events
Committee, and served wherever there was a need.

Professionally, Joan was a Regional Operations Manager (ROM), for SunTrust Bank Inc.,
where she was employed for 27 years, and subsequently retired in 2012. As a Regional
Operations Manager, she conducted training and implementation of new policies and
procedures. She also monitored the overall operational procedures for nine branches.

In addition, Joan was the owner and operator of Jenkins Bookkeeping and Tax Service, a
sole proprietorship business
for the past 19 years. As a tax preparer and bookkeeper, Joan strived to help her clients
stay abreast of current tax laws, and to take advantage of money saving techniques.
In 2004, Joan was diagnosed with breast cancer. With a strong determination and her faith
in the Creator, Joan courageously fought and became a breast cancer survivor for many
years. Joan stated “I love the Lord and proclaim Christ as my personal Savior, and am a
living witness to God’s healing powers. To God be the Glory!”

On the morning of October 12, 2014, the Creator’s call came and said, “Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” – Matthew 11:28. Joan
accepted the call, and now she resides in Eternity. She transitioned to join in a family
reunion with her parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Elizabeth Jenkins; her sister
and best friend, the late Cynthia Jenkins-Wright; her brother, Charles Jenkins, Jr.; and her
special, late “Aunt Dottie” Dorothy Carletta Raiford.

Events
OCT
17

Receive Friends

05:00PM - 08:00PM

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc.
2480 Macland Rd, Marietta, GA, US, 30064

Comments

“

My condolences to the family during this difficult time. How blessed we are that God
promises that there will be a resurrection, where we can see our loved ones again
(Acts 24:15) (1 Corinthians 15:26). For more comfort, please visit jw.org

IM - November 05, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

A fellow Wilberforcean of My Mother Janice Woodland Cuff '66 and my self Martez
Woodland Cuff 96'. God Blessed us with you.

Martez Woodland Cuff - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. May you find comfort and strength in God.

Mary Hentz - October 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Words truly cannot express the sadness and void that I am feeling from the loss of
my dear friend and former work teammate, Joan.
JayJay, Miss Joani and Buddy, as I affectionately called her, was always an
inspiration to me. She was confident and kind. She was my venting buddy and my
go-to-girl, personally and professionally. Some of her favorite sayings were:
"Let's flip the script."
"Look at it this way."
"They lollygagging(hadn't heard that word before)."
She invited me to her church and alumni functions, along with her family
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations.
We carpooled when attending bank functions. She was my "Miss Daisy" and I hers.
She went on a cruise vacation with my mom and we had a blast. She danced like no
one was watching and asked me to the pictures. I laughed so hard when I saw all
those dance moves that she could do, I had no idea she was such a good dancer.
She was also a good teacher and awesome friend and would help anyone in need. I
will miss her dearly.
I will be forever indebted to her for the kindness, wisdom and guidance that she
shared with me during our friendship.
May she be that twinkling star that shines over us like a beacon in the sky at night,
just to let us know, that she's in good hands and is alright.

Sandi Taylor - October 25, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere sympathy to your family. I worked with Joan at SunTrust. I always
admired Joan's positive attitude and the grace with which she battled her illness. She
was a woman of tremendous faith and an inspiration when I joined that sisterhood of
breast cancer survivors.
Professionally, she was a valued ROM team member. I will always remember that
Joan had a way of being heard without being abrasive, of leading with a quiet
strength, and of always being able to find the humor in any situation. What a great
legacy.

Deanna Seay - October 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Ms Joan, My Dear Friend, who will I call now…….You were always there to help,
to give advice when needed, and always
Listened!!
I know you are at Peace now but you will be Forever Missed.
Your Tiffy

Tiffany Carter - October 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

What a perfect example of a FRIEND AND SISTER you ARE!
We will forever keep you in our Hearts and Memories! We know you are resting in
Heaven! TO GOD BE THE GLORY for your transition.

Wallace & Linda Johnson - October 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

The Atlanta Chapter members of Wilberforce University send the family of Joan
Jenkins class of 1976, our love and support during this time. Joan was a part of WU
family and always support WU to educate the future minds of tomorrow we love you
Joan.

Patricia Coard-Seabrooks - October 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Joan.
I will greatly miss my friend and colleague. You are truly an inspiration and touched
many.

Teresa Sampson - October 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Teresa Sampson has sent this Expressions of Sympathy card.

Teresa Sampson - October 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joan...you will be greatly missed, from Woodlawn Pointe to Merchants Walk, to
Altered Images, and Turner Chapel Youth Bank, oh and last your retirement
celebration, this are memories I will never forget. And thank you for walking me
through some of the expectations of my diagnosis, no matter what the question you
were always there with a answer. You are a ray of light, and a smile always.
Blessings.

Inga Pickett - October 15, 2014 at 12:00 AM

