Helen I. Barnhill
November 10, 1937 - October 17, 2016

A Memorial Service will be held February 18, 2017, at 11:00 AM at Plymouth United
Church of Christ, 2717 E. Hampshire Street, Milwaukee, WI 53211, 414-964-1513.
Helen Iphigenia Barnhill was born on November 10, 1937 in Ponce de Leon, Florida to
Willie
and Faustana Ponds. When she was 10 years old, the family moved to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
Helen attended North Division High School, Marquette University, and studied at the
University
of Wisconsin and Fisk University. In 1975 she was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Humane
Letters degree from Lakeland College. Helen was married in Milwaukee and raised 7
children
while pursuing a career that included community service, government and business. In the
1960s Helen was actively involved in civil rights in Milwaukee, including desegregation of
public
schools, equal employment opportunity and housing discrimination issues. In 1973, she
opened
her management consulting business, Barnhill-Hayes and Crosby, which she built into a
successful enterprise, recognized in Wisconsin and nationally. Helen was active in the
United
Church of Christ, served on numerous board of directors for educational, business and
community organizations. She ran for Wisconsin’s 5th Congressional District seat in 1988,
and
was a speaker at the Republican National Convention. She received many awards,
honors and
recognitions and was a speaker, leader, mentor and friend to many.
Helen is survived by son Jerdie Barnhill (Clara) of Pensacola FL, daughters Althea
Stemley of
Aurora CO, Hilliary Barnhill of Champaign IL, Kelli Ross (Dennis) of Milwaukee, WI, and

Dana
Nesbitt (Delmar) of Champaign IL; sister Glendol Browder of Powder Springs GA and
brothers
Willie Ponds, Jr.(Shirley) of Milwaukee WI and Marcus Paul (Rieta) of Pensacola FL; as
well as
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins and many friends. She is
preceded in death by her parents, her sons Carmen and Stanley and her brother James
Ponds.

Comments

“

10.28.16
Dear Barnhill Family:
I am sending you all my prayers and condolences for the loss of a great and
dedicated woman, Ms. Helen Barnhill...I had the pleasure and honor to work with and
get guidance from Ms. Barnhill in he early part of my career in Milwaukee, WI where
she was a pillar and leader in the city/community. I even had a chance to be a guest
on her TV show.
May God bless her memory as she becomes an Ancestor...As long as we call her
name and remember her in mind/body/spirit so she lives on in us all. Life can be
compared to the alphabet where "A" is the beginning of life and "Z" is the end of life
and we live our life and write our books/chapters in our "B" thru "Y"....Her books and
chapters are still being written by her family....
Thank you for allowing me to pay tribute to the life and times of Ms. Helen Barnhill.
Regards and God Bless,
Tyrone P. Dumas
5963 N. 78th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Tyrone P. Dumas - October 28, 2016 at 08:12 AM

“

I met Helen's mother, Faustana, when I was a teenager. She and my mother were
friends. I thought she was the prettiest woman that I had ever seen. I met Helen
about eight years ago when she lived here in Pensacola. She was a proud person
and was justifiably very proud of her accomplilshments. I just regret that I did not
meet her sooner. I would llke to express my condolences to the family.
Fran Kennedy

FRAN KENNEDY - October 27, 2016 at 11:57 AM

“

I went to Barnhill Hayes & Crosby employment service in the mid 70's and interviewed for a
job. Instead of placing me elsewhere Helen offered me a job with her agency which I
graciously accepted. It turned out to be a great experience and Helen became the best
mentor I ever had. She was a charismatic intellectual leader that inspired the people who's
lives she touched. I was blessed to have her as an employer and friend.
Perfecto Rivera
Perfecto - November 04, 2016 at 06:46 PM

