Frances J. Rakestraw
November 9, 1945 - November 19, 2020

Frances LaJune Jones Rakestraw was born on November 9, 1945 in Austell, GA to the
late George Columbus "Casey" and Flora Agnes Shipp Jones. She passed away
peacefully on November 19, 2020. Frances was born the youngest of ten children. She
was preceded in death by her parents, numerous siblings, and her son, Darren
Rakestraw. She is survived by her daughter, Carmen Nance (David) and her two
grandchildren Nicholas and Evan Nance. Family and friends were very important to
Frances and she deeply loved them all. She will forever be loved and missed by so many
whose lives she has touched.
Frances was a native of Paulding County. She graduated Dallas High School in 1963. She
earned her Bachelor's Degree in Psychology from Kennesaw State University in 1994.
Frances worked as a legal secretary for many years. She eventually left the legal field and
went to work at United Community Bank serving in various capacities including a Real
Estate Administrator, Construction Loan Officer, Branch Manager, and a Vice President.
From the banking field, Frances transitioned to the school system and worked as a
Bookkeeper initially at Hiram High School and then later with Paulding County Board of
Education (Central Office) where she eventually retired. No matter where she worked,
Frances was a hard worker, demonstrated a strong work ethic, and dedicated herself to
doing a good job and putting forth her best. She made some very special friendships with
many that she worked with through the years and these close friendships remained near
and dear to her heart.
Frances was an active member of her community and served many years in ABWA and
Cobb Rotary Club. She also worshiped at and was an active member of Hiram United
Methodist Church for 50+ years. She was a woman of strong faith. Frances had a
courageous battle with Leukemia that began in 2019. After enduring over a year of
treatment, she went to be with the Lord. Her lifelong faith was strong until the very end.
Frances loved to read, travel, spend time with family and friends, attend concerts and
plays, and simply sit and relax on her back deck watching the birds or reading a good

book. She had a great sense of humor and loved to bring laughter and joy to others.
In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully asks that donations be made to Hiram United
Methodist Church (checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 97; Hiram, GA 30141) or
International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention designated for the ministry
of Matthew and Carey Bandy (IMB; 3806 Monument Ave; Richmond, VA 23230) in loving
memory of Ms. Frances Rakestraw.
The body will be cremated. West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory in Marietta, GA is in
charge of arrangements. Family and friends will receive guests on Saturday November
28th at 2pm at West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory Chapel (2480 Macland Road;
Marietta, GA 30064) with a memorial service immediately following at 3:00pm. To leave
online condolences for the family, please feel free to visit www.westcobbfuneralhome.com
<http://www.westcobbfuneralhome.com>.

Events
NOV
28

Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory
2480 Macland Rd. SW, Marietta, GA, US, 30064

NOV
28

Memorial Service

03:00PM

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory
2480 Macland Rd. SW, Marietta, GA, US, 30064

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc. - November 30, 2020 at 10:22 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc. - November 28, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

Loved her very much. Her laugh was so good for the heart. I miss her.
Connie Rakestraw Ellis - November 28, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

I'm sad to say I didn't know Frances a little less than a year and that will never be
enough!We just clicked but so many did! Until I met her I never really understood
what cancer patients endure! I had known people who had cancer who didn't need
chemo ! She made me a better person! She was always thinking of you even when
she was sick! One day bringing her to the clinic before covid she said do you think
people see my eyes smiling? Sharing and giving of herself was foremost every day
or night I spent with her! She always said thank you for what you do for me!She had
a great sense of humor( we laughed a lot! I should be with her tonight and we would
be watching Hallmark movies together because I loved them too! She loved Carmen
so much! She always saw blessings in her sickness like( I would never have spent
such quality time with my daughter if I wasn't sick!) She talked about her two
grandsons with such love and after meeting them I can see why! She talked about
her good friends with love in her eyes!She was sad for Eddie Wayne for having to put
up with her illness after going through it once! Always hopeful she was until the last
couple weeks I spent with her! Even the last week when she felt horrible she said talk
to me! For me it's rare to find a kindred spirit like Frances! I so enjoyed her
company!Tears run down my face because I want some more time with her! But
unfortunately that wasn't met to me! In the end she died on her own terms! I'm happy
she is no longer suffering and is rejoicing in heaven with her family and friends who
passed before her! She said whatever will be it's God's will!I'm going to end with an
Irish saying from a Hallmark movie (Death leaves a heartache no one can heal Love
leaves a memory no one can steal! Memories of her will always be with me in my
heart forever! I will miss you always!

Christine Hubbell - December 02, 2020 at 03:39 AM

“

Carmen I did a virtual visit to your mom's home-going service today because I just
had radiation and could not be around others. First of all I want to say "you were
amazing, just like your mom. Next to Brody's I have never been to such a service. I
cried and laughed so much. I could just hear your mom telling all her new Angel
friends "that's my daughter Carmen " and then smiling that special "proud smile" to
the angels she already knew like Darren and Brody and sooo many more. All that
may seem crazy to you but that is the way I see it.
You brought up so many precious memories and insights that had slipped my mind. I
have talked to her all afternoon just like with our "snicker breaks". I know I wasn't
there for her like I should have been but I did pray for her every day and I will miss
her dearly. Sorry this was so long. I guess in this area I am just like your amazing
mom, when I get started I can't stop. Love you.

Shirley Townsend - November 29, 2020 at 09:02 PM

“

The tears I shed now are for all those that knew you and were wise enough to know
how very special you were. My heart hurts for those that you left with the wound on
our hearts because we did not get a chance to say a proper farewell. However, the
remainder of my heart is so happy that God did not allow suffering to be your portion,
he took you home before your load got too heavy. He saw your stride and
acknowledged your strain and how you ALWAYS smiled and praised Him through
your pain. He knew you'd touch your allotted hearts and shared your testimony of His
mercy, so he showed you grace and took on to Glory. I will miss you soooooo much
and remember you always. I love you like the mama you were to me. I'm sorry I was
away for so long.....too long. Rest in perfect peace, in the bosom of the Almighty!

T. Hodges - November 29, 2020 at 12:35 AM

“

Carmen, I am so sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family.
Love Erica and Jeffrey

Erica Lowe - November 28, 2020 at 11:16 PM

“

Aunt Frances lit up every room she walked into!! No one will ever forget her
infectious laugh - it makes me smile just thinking of it. I loved being around her, she
always had such a positive, loving, welcoming presence about her and made me feel
so loved and valued always. I love you Aunt Frances! Kiss and hug my Daddy for
me! Love - Heather

Heather Jones - November 28, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

I am thankful for the years growing up and visiting aunt Flora and Uncle Casey and
their family on Sundays after church. We would make our run to the watermelon
patch in the summer to pick ones to eat after lunch. usually one got busted so we
had to eat the middle out. We stayed in touch through out our teens then one day
you stopped by my house to tell me you and your family were moving right down the
road. I was so excited. Our children would be growing up together. The just get
together girl talk mornings began after you moved away meeting at I HOP or long
lunches at Longhorn's as we aged. You always brought your beautiful smile and
joyful laughter that just made
my day. Well my precious Frances you are now home with God and all the family that
have been waiting for that reunion day and Cuz I am looking forward to joining you
one day. I will keep those you loved here in my prayers. LOVE TO ALL THE FAMLY
AND GOD BE WITH YOU AT THIS TIME. Forever your Cuz Lynda Ann Frasier Hicks

Lynda Hicks - November 28, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

While we may be many miles away in Virginia, we feel the loss of Frances and send
our thoughts and prayers to all the family and friends. Frances was the heart, soul
and strength of the Jones family. She was always quick to smile and offer a helping
hand for anyone in need. She always let us know how much she loved and missed
us over the years apart. We now send our love and prayers to her family and friends.
Rest peacefully our sweet angel for you surely deserve your place in heaven. Clyde,
Inge Jones and Melanie Coates family.

Clyde Jones - November 28, 2020 at 12:59 PM

“

It was such a blessing for me to reconnect with Frances a few years ago, and it was
so much fun to get together with her and reminisce about years gone by. Her sweet
personality, her smile and laughter will be remembered by all. I send love and
prayers to Carmen, her family, and all of Frances' family. I know your memories of
her will grow more precious every day.
Peggy Parks

Peggy Parks - November 28, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Dear Carman your mom was our next door neighbor and a good friend. She always
had a smile and a wave. We will miss her a lot but we knew her faith and we expect
to see her again. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all
who have longed for his appearing.”
2 Timothy 4:7-8 NIV
Is the Lord bless you and keep you and make his face to shine upon you
Rick & Shirley Leger

Rick & Shirley Leger - November 27, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

Frances was a very special friend to me. We shared so many good times together
with so much fun and laughter. You couldn’t be around Frances without laughter. We
loved our “snicker breaks” and had many of them over the years. Loved her so much
and she will remain in my heart.

Shirley Townsend - November 26, 2020 at 09:44 AM

“

I did not know Ms. Rakestraw personal but I did know her wonderful daughter,
Carmen. I have had the pleasure of working with Carmen for several years and have
grown to love her as a friend and co-worker. I know that the Ms. Rakestraw's
influence on Carmen has molded her to be the person she is today. This alone is a
great testimony of Ms. Rakestraw's personality and guidance as a mom. Carmen
would share with us updates on her mom's health journey so we did, in a way, get to
know Ms. Rakestraw through her updates. She and Carmen are great testaments of
Godly women and I feel fortunate to have been apart of their personal lives this past
year. I can feel that Ms. Rakestraw will be missed by many and most of all her
daughter. Her journey has not ended as it will continue in heaven with God and her
heavenly family.

Rita McLendon - November 25, 2020 at 10:00 AM

“

Frances was a patient, sweet, good person. I shall miss her.

ken waldrop - November 25, 2020 at 09:56 AM

“

I am saddened by the loss of this lovely woman. I admired her warm smile and her
deep faith. I wish I had known her longer, but even in a few short years she left an
indelible mark on my life. Rest in peace, dear friend.

Terri Johnson - November 24, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

There are no words to describe how precious my Frances LaJune was to me and
what a blessing it was for her to love me like she did! I bet she and my mom are
having the time of their lives in Heaven right now and what a Thanksgiving it's gonna
be!! I love you more Frances LaJune!
Love Deborah LaJune

Deborah LaJune - November 24, 2020 at 08:26 AM

“

Carmen, I am so sorry for your loss. We are in North Carolina taking care of Lenny’s
mom and will be unable to attend her memorial. You will be in our prayers and
thoughts. I would love to get together in December when we return. Margaret Baklini

Margaret Baklini - November 23, 2020 at 07:06 PM

“

We send our deepest condolences to the family of Frances Rakestraw. She was a
dear friend and our neighbor for many years. She was always a joy to be around and
we will miss her dearly. Maxine, Herman (Pete) and Tim Hopper

Maxine Hopper - November 23, 2020 at 06:40 PM

