Ernest Craig
July 26, 1925 - May 18, 2020

Ernest Thomas Craig II passed away on Monday, May 18, 2020 in Atlanta, Georgia. He
was soon to turn 95 years old, a milestone of which he was very proud.
He is celebrated as a wonderful and loving father, grandfather, great-grandfather, friend
and patriot.
Ernest, who preferred to be known as "Ernie", was born on July 26, 1925 in Philadelphia.
He was conscripted into the army as a Private on Aug 31, 1943 with the occupation of
"high school" listed on his induction papers. Due to urgent military requirements his
training was abbreviated, and he was dispatched to fight overseas before reaching the
previously required age of 19. He was stationed in North Africa and Italy where he fought
several major battles. On June 16, 1944 at only 18 years of age he was critically wounded
during a battle in Italy. He spent more than a year in hospitals and rehabilitation overseas
and in the US. For this Ernie was decorated with the Purple Heart. He was honorably
discharged in Aug 1945. Upon completion of his rehabilitation Ernie used his accumulated
service pay to purchase a yellow convertible car with red leather seats. He kept a picture
of this car by his bedside.
Ernie graduated from Ursinus College around 1950 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. He
then embarked on his career as a salesman, sales manager, Executive Sales Manager
and General Manager at Sun Chemical Corporation in the General Printing Ink division.
Ernie met Barbara Evelyn Harle at the LuLu Temple Country Club in Philadelphia and they
were married on June 2, 1956. They settled in Langhorne, PA in the Neshaminy Woods
neighborhood. Ernie enjoyed woodworking, building stone walls, gardening, and caring for
his magnificent dogwood trees and azaleas. The family purchased a second home in Sea
Isle City, NJ where they spent their summers. Ernie served as Commodore of the Yacht
Club of Sea Isle City in 1975. He directed a major redesign of the clubhouse and enjoyed
sailing with his children. In later years, Ernie and Barbara retired and moved to Pelican
Preserve in Fort Myers, FL where they enjoyed golfing, traveling and friends.

Ernie is preceded in death by his wife Barbara, his daughter Barbara Lin (John) Janda and
his son Tim (Jacqueline). Ernie is survived by his son E. Thomas (Gina) Craig, his sister
Phyllis Craig Steinberg, his son-in-law John Joseph Janda, his daughter-in-law Jacqueline
Craig, four grandchildren: Jennifer (John) Trafton, Chris Trapper, Elizabeth (Chris) Davis,
Timothy Craig, Mallory Craig and Alex Craig; and four great-grandchildren: Kendall, Riley,
Hagan and Roxie.
Ernie will always be remembered as a man who loved his family, was generous in spirit
and brought a smile to those around him.
Services are pending the removal of Covid-19 related restrictions.
In lieu of flowers, those wishing to honor Ernie's life may make a donation to the St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital.

Comments

“

Words can hardly express the feeling of love and appreciation of have for Ernie. "Big
Ern was the most caring and thoughtful person one could ask for in a Father in Law.
He was always there in good times and in troubles as a "rock" to lend moral support
and love to his daughter, Barbara, and me. More than a Father in Law, Ernie was a
dear and valued friend like no other. Over our twenty-six year relationship, Ernie, his
wife, Barbara, my wife, Barbara(their daughter) spent countless hours together
visiting each other and socializing at golf clubs, restaurants , and theaters .
Cherished those lobster and clam parties at the Craig Sea Isle City house! I will carry
all those fond memories with me forever.
Ernie was a "people person" , at home in a crowd or in a one on one conversation.
Yet, he was modest man who never really spoke much of his military exploits. He
used his communications skills to great advantage in his job and worked with the
same company for fifty years. So much for his dedication and resolve !
I pray that Ernie's soul will find eternal happiness and rest in heavenly peace !
Duke Janda

John Janda - June 01 at 01:12 PM

“

Ernie was a kind and gentle man that I was fortunate enough to be related to by way
of my brother-in-law Tom, Ernie's son, husband of my sister, Gina. Ernie was always
a pleasure to be with. I remember when I first met him and called him Mr. Craig. He
looked at me and said, "Don't call me that!" I asked him what, then?" He said with a
big grin and arms out stretched, "Big Ern!" Big Ern he was. It was many years later
that I learned from Tom, who had just learned himself, that Ern was a true WW2
hero, wounded in battle, hospitalized for over a year, awarded the Purple Heart. He
was younger than 20 years old. A successful career followed with a great family with
his wife Barbara, and children Tom, Barbara and Tim. While now we have only Tom
left, the memories of Ern will live on through his family and many friends from both
inside and outside of golf for many years to come. That's the way it is with our
beloved heroes-they never really leave us.
Kevin McEvoy

Kevin McEvoy - May 31 at 02:03 PM

“

First met Ernie when he was visiting Tom & Gina in Palo Alto. Great guy, always
warm , friendly, ready with a good story - and always a picture of the Pontiac in his
wallet. Truly represented the best of the greatest generation.

Bill A - May 31 at 01:04 PM

“

I met Ernie when he started visiting in Palo Alto, after leaving FL and putting his
home there up for sale. He stayed with Tom and Gina for several weeks, splitting his
time with other family in Atlanta. Ernie told me his ambition, at age 91 or 92, was to
go to see Alaska. He wanted to take a trip, maybe a cruise. He’d traveled a lot in his
life but this was one place he’d never been, and he was battling several health
issues at that point. I’m so happy for him that he was able to enjoy seeing Alaska
when Gina and Tom took him on a cruise the next summer. I hope he was able to
recall that trip and smile in his last days. Bless you Ernie, you lived a long and full
life. Rest In Peace.
Judi Wilson

Judi Wilson - May 31 at 08:58 AM

