Cmdr. Christopher "Chris" Edward
Kalafut
March 4, 1965 - October 24, 2014

Click on SERVICE SCHEDULE above for arrangements.

Christopher E. Kalafut, age 49, of Oceanside, CA entered into eternal rest on Friday
October 24, 2014. Chris, a Commander in the US Navy Reserves, was proudly serving his
nation overseas, where he was deployed to Al Udeid Air Base in Doha, Qatar.
Chris was born March 4, 1965 in Oceanside, CA. Growing up, he was a joy to his family, a
gifted student, and well-rounded athlete. Upon graduation from El Camino High School, he
attended the nation’s prestigious U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, NY. He
earned a Bachelor of Science and was commissioned into the US Navy in 1987. Chris
earned his pilot wings in 1990 and spent 23 years as an Active Duty and Reserve pilot
flying the E-2C Hawkeye in support of myriad combat, humanitarian, and disaster relief
missions. In addition to his service as a US Navy pilot, Chris also served as a US
Customs pilot and then a Delta Airlines 767 and 777 pilot and first officer based out of
Atlanta, GA. In 2001, Chris and his family settled in Acworth, GA where they have lived
surrounded and blessed by dear friends.
Far more important than any other job he ever held, Chris was always an amazing
husband and partner-in-life to his beloved wife and a “bossome” father to 5 beautiful and
ever-so-loved children. His passion for life, fervor for spending time with his children, and
unwavering devotion to his wife exemplify his immense, unconditional love for his family.
Chris is survived by his wife, Mary Qualls-Kalafut; their 5 children, Marrion, Meaghan,
Christopher, Keegan, and Michael Kalafut; father, Steven Kalafut; 4 brothers, Steven,
Robert, John, and James Kalafut; and countless extended family members, nieces,
nephews, and friends who will cherish his life and legacy forever. Chris was preceded in
death by his mother, Judy Kalafut.
Memorial donations can be made to The Christopher E. Kalafut Family Memorial Fund,

2104 Gresham Lake Road, Raleigh, NC 27615.

Events
NOV
1

Mass

01:30PM

St. Catherine Siena Catholic Church
1618 Ben King Rd. NW, Kennesaw, Ga, US

NOV
2

Receive Friends

01:00PM - 04:00PM

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc.
2480 Macland Rd, Marietta, GA, US, 30064

NOV
3

Inurnment

11:00AM

Georgia National Cemetery
1080 Veterans Cemetery Road, Canton, GA, US, 30114

Comments

“

Thoughts and prayers are with you dear friend ,

Becky Stafford Rich - August 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

It is with a heavy heart that I learned of Chris' passing. We were section mates
during plebe indoctrination in section 5B in July, 1983. He was my favorite sectionmate, as he was always upbeat and always smiling. He was so "California" easy
going, so unlike the east coast people I grew up with. I will miss him and his smile
and miss seeing him at KP reunions. Luckily I saw him at Kp about 5 yrs ago, so at
least I got to catch up with him once. May peace be with his family.

James McLoughlin - August 05, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so very sorry for your loss. Chris was called home way too early. It has been
quite a few years since we have seen you, but we have a lot of great memories of
the fun times we had with you in California. You are in our hearts and prayers.
Love,
Ed, Sharlene, Shawna, and Christa

Sharlene Weston - December 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Mary and the kids during the time. Sending you all thoughts
and prayers of comfort.

Don Rogers - November 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary & family~ We are so very for your loss. You and your family are in our
daily thoughts & prayers. God bless you all.
Peggy, Jim, Lauren & Jack Johnson

Peggy Johnson - November 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary and children, please accept our condolences. Chris and I were
classmates at El Camino and our mom's were great friends. He was a great friend
and a wonderful person. Love and prayers to all of you. x

Mary Barnes Barnhill - November 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary & family,
Words cannot express how deeply saddened I was to here of Chris's passing. From
our time at Kings Point he was always generous and kind and always so positive.
Our thoughts and prayers to you and your family. Know that you will never be alone.
You have all of the class of '87 at you disposal. God Bless.
Marc Pfingst and family.

Marc Pfignst - November 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary, my deepest sympathies to you and your family. My thoughts and prayers are
with you during this difficult time.

Nina Richards - November 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

May God comfort your family in dealing with the loss of their father and husband. An
honorable man who was a light in the darkness.

Buzz Bingham - November 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

May you and your family soon find peace.

Jim & Mary Duguay - November 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Deepest sympathies to your beautifully strong family. We are praying daily for God to
comfort you while Jesus holds your loved one in his arms, Hoya lacrosse FAMILY.

Teresa,Chris,Ben and Jake Adams - November 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary, I'm keeping you and your children close in my heart and prayers. I'm so very
sorry for your loss. May you feel God's presence and strength in the days ahead, and
know that you can count on Chris' Kings Point family any time you need some help.

John J. Murphy - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and Family,
I can not imagine the incredible loss you are going through at this time. Your family
was and is truly an example. The kids and I will always remember Chris from
summer swim meets. His presence will be greatly missed. Our deepest sympathies
are sent to you all. Love, Ann, Madison and Jake

Ann Caren and Family - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the entire Kalafut family. The world lost an
incredible husband, father, son, friend and Soldier. Heaven gained another angel.
Prayers to all of you that you find peace. Love,
The McNearneys

Kelly McNearney - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your terrible loss. Please know that we have been praying and
will continue to pray for you and your family. I remember how Chris would play with
his kids at the pool. I know he will be missed by so many.

Vanhoozer family - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. We are so sorry for
your loss.

Bob and Trish Anzovino - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

May the Lord comfort all of you during this difficult time.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Ralph & Margaret Smith - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kalafut Family,
We are so very sorry for your loss. We are praying for God's strength, comfort and
peace to carry you through this time of great loss.
David, Penni, Matt and Rachel Baker

Penni Baker - November 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Your family is in my prayers.

Michele Crull - November 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary, I'm so sorry to hear of your lose. You, your children, and family are in my
thoughts and prayers.

Patty Lauer - November 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts are aching for the entire Kalafut family. We are praying for peace, comfort
and strength today and the days ahead. May your faith comfort you in ways that
words cannot. We will be here to support you in any way you need.

Rob, Sandra and Bryce Burnette - November 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and Children, I am so sorry to hear about Chris. I grew up with him in
Oceanside, and swam with him on the El Camino High school team. He was always
so much fun! I have been praying for you all. May God bless you and comfort you!

Tracy Nielsen Qua - November 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

No words can express the sadness that we share with you. Chris was an outstanding
father, husband and man. Your family is so loved by our community and we will be
here for you.
With Love,
Bill, Jane, Betsy and Billy

Swanson Family - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Words cannot express the sense of loss felt, I'm so very sorry for you. Praying for
peace for all of you through this.

Chris Bishop - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary,
Extending deep and heartfelt sympathy to you and your family. May you find comfort
in knowing you're all in our hearts and prayers.

Todd, Gina, Nick & Natalie Cunningham - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am with you all in heart and spirit as you gather together today to say goodbye to
Chris. The loss of such an outstanding person has been unimaginable. I will hold you
in my thoughts and prayers in the hours and days ahead, and thank the Lord that I
was blessed to see Chris one last time before he departed. Love to the Kalafut and
Qualls family, with deepest sympathy.

Sherry Bastion - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are a Delta family and also military. We attended St. Catherine of Siena for the
10 years we lived in GA. We learned of Chris' passing through the MEC. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. We are so very sorry for
your loss.

Joe and Teresa Mirarchi - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Words cannot express the depth of our grief for you all! May you feel the warmth of
our arms around you and all those pouring out their hearts to you as well! We love
you all!

Laura, David, Natalie and Lindsey Dennis - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your great loss. We know your strong faith and strength will get
you and your family through this difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
.

The Derkay Family - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary & family,
Our hearts, thoughts, and prayers are with you. We hold all of you close and lift you
up in prayer.
Warmest thoughts,
John, Celeste, Madeline, & Philip Jouanet

Celeste Jouanet - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So very sorry for the pain you are suffering. Chris will also be with each of you.
Praying for all of you.

Kris Freshour - November 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Chris was just a great all around man. I am sorry for the family's loss, but there is no
doubt he is with God in Heaven looking over you with love for the rest of your lives.
You will see him again.

Brian Delamer - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Chris was so very special to us… I will always remember when he accompanied you
to Canada for our big race, and not only did he perform sherpa duties for you (Mary),
but he helped Norton and me out every step of the way… he drove us there and
back, gathered up all our bags, took pictures of us, cheered us on. Such a kind and
generous man. Our heart is heavy with grief for Mary and their children. Praying that
the Kalafuts soon find comfort and peace. Please know that we are keeping you all in
our hearts.

Meg Daniel & Norton Schlachter - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We love you and support you always. We pray for you to feel God's peace, comfort
and love during this very difficult time. We will be here for you through the thick and
thin.

Jennifer and Chris Brimer - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Winston Wells has sent this Expressions of Sympathy card.

Winston Wells - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

What a remarkable man and family. His great legacy will live on. We are greatful for
his service. Our prayers are with you during this very difficult time.

Rebecca Vaughn - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Your family is in our thoughts.

Dana and Lindsey - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. My thoughts, prayers, and comfort go out to your
family.

Nancy Jones (Harrison High School) - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary Saad Williamson has sent this Expressions of Sympathy card.

Mary Saad Williamson - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and family,
Our hearts are heavy for you and your family. Praying and trusting He will carry you
through.

Tanya and Eric McCrite, Graydon, Cullen - October 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary & Family
I am heartbroken for your sudden loss. I did not know Chris, but from our
conversations I know he was a wonderful father and husband and he will be truly
missed. You are in my thoughts and prayers. Stay strong.
Much love,
Erika

Erika Swales - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary,
Although I never met Chris, I believe I would been honored to know him just from
getting a distant glimpse of the family life you and he built. You are certainly an
exemplary person and I know you would have only chosen a man of great character
as your life mate.
Please accept our deepest sympathies for your unfathomable loss.

Ralph & Jackie Lloyd - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and family we offer our deepest condolences. Chris was such a awesome man.
We miss all the craziness you had with us in Corpus Christi.We miss you guys and
pray for you. -Mike & Eleana Buti & family-

Mike & Eleana Buti & family - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are heartbroken to learn of Chris's passing. Our thoughts are with Mary, his
children and his family. He was an exceptional person who brought great joy and
loyalty to his family and friends. He will always be in our hearts and memories. Our
love and support will always be there for his family.

Kathy & Drew McGovern - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Cherish the memories. You all are in our hearts and prayers.

Debbie Culbert - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Thinking of Mary and her family.

Carrie K Willbur - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Prayers for the love surrounding you to give comfort and strength.

Jodi Bitler - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Since 2010, I have coached football at El Camino High School with Chris' dad Steve
and had sat with Chris on our practice field discussing his three favorite topics about
two years ago. Family, Flying, and Football. Chris shared with me his high school
days of being one of the smallest on the field and every play was a challenge to
overcome the best San Diego had to offer. His teammates shared that it was like
hitting a rock. His 1982 team was 12-0-1, sharing the title game.
I am deeply sorry for your loss and will keep the Kalafut family in my prayers.

Jude Dreisbach - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Words cannot even begin to express our sorrow, you are forever in our prayers. May
God bring you peace and comfort during this time.

Karen, Brett, Matthew and Tyler Sherrod - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and Kalafut family - I was so so sorry to hear of Chris's passing. He was a great
guy and I was honored to know him. Your family is in our thoughts and prayers. I
tried to send you an e-mail Mary, but understandably your mailbox was full. Much
love to you all.

Brian O'Neil - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary, we're keeping you and your children close in our hearts and prayers. We are
so very sorry for your loss. May you feel God's presence and strength in the days
ahead, and know that you are loved and supported by many.

Barbara, Al, Nathan and Anna Brown - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

May the love and prayers of your many friends bring you comfort. Every memory we
have of Chris involved the love of his family. He will be missed and has touched the
lives of many. We will continue praying for all of you.

Denise, Robert, Nathan and Austin O'Connell - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and Family,
I am deeply sorry to hear about the lost of your husband and father. Any type of loss
is difficult to accept, but an unexpected loss is even harder. I can tell by the many
commuuncations I've read that your family is very loved by many. I will pray that with
each passing day that the memories of your husband and father will be the things
that you remember most. May God's angels forever keep you safe under their wings.
With Caring Thoughts
Annette F. Craddock

Annette F.Craddock - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Prayers and thoughts are with you and your family during this sad time. Know that
you have many people here to help get you though. Lots of love, Donna & Chris
Isabela Brown, Miranda Brown, and Gabby Brown

Donna Guida and family - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary, kids and family: sending love and support your way. Chris was a true happy
warrior, a Patriot and most of all loved his family. We know how much you will miss
him, and pray each of you will find the courage inside you to continue his incredible
legacy of honor, excellence, love and kindness. We are so sorry for your loss.
Semper Fidelis, The Monicas

Rich and Laura Monica and family - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary we adore you and your precious family. We are so very sorry for your loss...just
heartbroken for you and your family. You are in our hearts and prayers and we are
here for you in any way possible.

Wade Renee Mason and Madelyn Tompkins - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

May God strengthen your family in this difficult time and beyond.

Wayne Norton & Family - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We send our prayers and deepest sympathy to your family during this difficult time.
We love you and are here for you always!

John, Katie, John Jr., Alex & Emily Nardulli - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Thinking endlessly of your family and holding you up in prayer. Praying for peace and
comfort for you, Mary and th children. We are so sorry for your loss. May God bless
you and love you all!

Vicki White - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts are breaking for the loss of your dear husband and father. Hoping you
find comfort in the love of family and friends.

Dan, Birgit, Alex and Tara Keenan - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart goes out to you and your family. There are no words that can take away the
shock, sorrow or pain. But know you are loved and prayed over.

Lori Trottier - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so deeply sorry, your family is in my prayers

Keely George - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We are praying for your peace and comfort during this difficult time. We are thankful
for Christopher's service for our country and for the example he offered to our son
while coaching youth football.

Darren, Kelly and Harrison Frost - October 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. May God hold you close and give you peace. He was/is a hero.
Thank you

rosalie monaco - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts are broken with the news of Chris' passing. Please know that we are all
praying for your sweet family. We love you all and promise to help in any way
possible.

Suzy & Steve Nielsen, Hunter, Hayley & Hope - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We mourn the loss of your beloved husband and father with you. We know that Chris'
words have and will continue to direct all of you. Praying for your comfort and peace
at this time. We are with all of you as you move forward. Much love

Fred and Virginia Worrall and Family - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences for your recent loss! Mr. Kalafut was an amazing man,
father, and husband. May you find some comfort in the many wonderful memories
you made as a family. You will continue to be in my thoughts and prayers in the days
to come. Please know that the Ford family loves you and is here when you need us!

Laura Hargrove - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My prayers are with you and hope you find peace in the coming days!!!

Mosier's - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart goes out to you in this difficult time. Know that you are in my thoughts and
prayers as you cope with the loss of your loved one.

Kristin King - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart is breaking for all of the Kalafuts. You are such an amazing family and you
are loved by so many people. You are all in my prayers.

Meredith Holmgren - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Cmdr. Kalafut's greatest legacies are his amazing children. May they always know
how much he loved them. I pray for peace and strength for Mary and the kids.

Shannon Herndon - October 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Christopher is a treasure. He is loved always by his extended family. But words
cannot express what we have lost.

Robby & Fen Lewis - October 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts are so broken for this news......we truly will treasure all the great times
with Chris. Many prayers, love and a promise to be there for you guys. We love you
all.

Pam & Joel McClure, Keyla, Kyle & Karl - October 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

