Charles Edward Smith
May 22, 1962 - November 30, 2018

In Loving Memory of Charles "Chuck" Smith
5/22/62 - 11/30/18
Chuck lived his 56 years with a love for family, friends and travel.
Chuck was born in Jacksonville, FL, the son of a Navy man and to parents originally from
Bremen, GA. He grew up in San Jose, California before moving to Marietta, Georgia in the
early 1980's after serving in the US Army, stationed in Korea.
He married his wife, Rhonda, in 1993 and they welcomed their wonderful son, Ryan, in
1995. His wife and son were his highest priority and he loved them very much!
He received his A and P License at Atlanta Area Tech and worked in the Aviation Industry
most of his career as an aircraft mechanic and aircraft inspector in several states with
major companies in GA, TN, LA and NC, and in the Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan, as
a Department of Defense contractor to help assure we are safe and free. A few years
were dedicated to auto sales enjoying his passion for cars but also making lifelong friends
in the industry.
He traveled the United States, Canada and the World making friends everywhere he went
sometimes on vacation with his family and to see friends with favorite trips being to
Australia, Maui, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Virginia Beach, Pensacola Beach and
Japan. Sometimes his travel was on a quest to collect another commemorative coke bottle
with favorite places for that being to New York, Canada, Vietnam and Cuba. He also
traveled to purchase that perfect car he wanted in another state or country, like
Connecticut, Arizona and Japan. The world was meant to be explored and enjoyed to him
and unfortunately with his life cut short at 56 years old, other places and adventures
remained on his bucket list - New Zealand to Bungy Jump and China to walk on the Great
Wall to name a few.
When he wasn't spending time with family, traveling the world or working, he loved to work
in the yard, go to Friday night football games, grill out or go to lunch or dinner with family
and friends.
As he saw his 5 year battle with Lymphoma, including 2 years in remission, making his life
very difficult and coming to an end, he said: "I am very grateful for the amazing family,
friends and adventures I have been blessed to have but it's God's plan for me to go now

and be reunited in heaven with my Mom, Dad, Brother and Mother-in-Law, along with all
the other special people that I have known that went before me. I wouldn't have chosen to
go so soon but know the pain and struggle will be over there!"
His wife, son, father-in-law, sister-in-law, her husband and 2 daughters and many others
will love him forever and cherish the times with him within their hearts. If you wish, in lieu
of flowers, please donate to one of the following in the memory of Chuck: Emory Winship
Cancer Institute at WinshipCancer.Emory.Edu OR to Leukemia & Lymphoma Society at
Donate.lls.org

Comments

“

We first met Chuck at work in Iraq. He always had a smile on his face; you'd never
know he was suffering. I'm sorry for your loss and wish for you all that the memories
you made will help you through this time.

Eric & Wendy Hartford - December 30, 2018 at 12:45 PM

“

Chuck was a great guy who taught me how important a positive attitude can be in a
hard situation. I'm very thankful for the time I got to spend with him. Chuck's memory
lives on in every one of us who got the opportunity to spend time with him. Much love
Chuuuuck Wagon!

Nate Allen - December 21, 2018 at 11:40 PM

“

I will always treasure the visits chuck and I had together. I am Larry E. Cash, his last
living uncle. Chuck was a beautiful baby boy at 1 year old. Had a cow lick in his hair.
Chuck was definately loved. As I am the last of his Uncles, every time he visited he
would ask about family history, which is storied. Always talked of his family. He loved
them very much! Crying as I write this. Chuck did love life! I will miss you for a short
period of time, then I will join you and the rest of our Family!

Larry E Cash - December 15, 2018 at 01:42 PM

“

I definitely didn't get enough time to really get to know Chuck as I would like to have
known him. But the time I had was the time that God wanted me to have to know a
very special human being who will be missed by his family and friends.
I was touched by his heart and his amazing desire to see everyone love one another.
We shared many words together and he taught me so much. He allowed me to see
his very poignant battle with cancer as well as his loving heart. I am a firm believer
that while the body is gone his spirit will live forever in his wife and son. Thank you
Chuck for being a friend to me. You will always have a special place in my heart.
Love
Charlene Muhammad

Charlene Muhammad - December 07, 2018 at 11:23 AM

