Calvin B. Prather
July 4, 1937 - May 12, 2011

Calvin "Dink" B. Prather, a retired Cobb County Fire Fighter, died Thursday, May 12, 2011
after a brief struggle with lung cancer. He was seventy-three years old. Calvin, better
known to his friends as Dink, leaves behind his wife of fifty-two years, Linda Brady; along
with their three children, Tammy Kimbrough, Tracy Colby and Tyler Prather; seven
grandchildren; a sister, Monteen Carlisle, and many nieces and nephews. Calvin was a
lifelong Marietta resident. He was born at Lost Mountain on July 4, 1937, the son of a
sharecropper. Calvin and Linda married on January 31, 1959, and in 1960 he was drafted
into the United States Army. He served honorably in the military for two years at Fort Bliss,
Texas. It was in 1968 that he joined the Kennesaw City Fire Department which was later
incorporated into the Cobb County Fire Department. In 1994 he retired from the
department after twenty-six years of service. Twenty-four of those years were spent at
Station 17 on Ridgeway Road which is now Barrett Parkway. Aside from his work and
family, Calvin had several other passions and hobbies. He was an avid fisher, hunter, and
gardener as well as devoted church member. He regularly attended Mount Calvary Baptist
Church and was very active in their senior group. Outside of the church he sang bass with
the gospel quartet “The Old Time Sound.” Calvin lived a full life and was loved by all who
knew him. He will be sorely missed. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church, 287 Mt. Calvary Rd. Marietta, GA 30064. Services will be
11:00a.m. Saturday, May 14, 2011 in the Chapel of West Cobb Funeral Home and
Crematory. Interment will follow at Mountain View Cemetery in Marietta. The family will
receive friends at the funeral home Friday from 2:00p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. until
9:00 p.m. Online guestbook available at www.westcobbfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

Mr. Calvin - We cannot thank you enough for treating our family with such grace and
compassion. You always gave us some of your spring crop, jars of preserves, and
took the time to venture into our yard to talk when you saw us outside playing with
the girls. You are an honorable man and will be dearly missed by us. It was only a
few weeks ago that you came out to talk to us about the butterfly bushes and trees.
They are all are doing well thanks to your advice! We are deeply saddened by your
passing; however, we know you are in an extraordinary place right now. Thank you
again Calvin for being our friend! Your neighbors – Phillip, Kimberly, Katie, and Emily
Underwood

Underwood Family - May 14, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Your father was a wonderful man and surrounded by a loving special family. Now he
is in heaven with our Lord and surrounded by the angels that have gone before him.
May God be with you as you deal with your grief.

Margaret Crane - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Calvin Prather was God’s hands and feet to so many. He shared his love for the Lord
as he quietly reached out to all those around him. We will always cherish the many
handprints that he left on our lives. Linda, Tammy, Tracy, and Tyler – thank you for
sharing Calvin with us! May you feel God’s love and comfort surround you today and
in the days to come. Blessings and love to all of you.

Toni and John Kimbrough - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I will continue to keep you guys in prayer. May your father rest in peace. I know this
may be a hard time but always remember the good times. Reading Mr. Prather's
obituary made me feel like I know him. I can tell he was a great guy and he raised a
beautiful family. This I know for sure!

Melanie Hardnett - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

To the beloved of Dink Prather - may God bless each of you and uplift you in the
days to come. Your loved one is certainly with the Lord now, and at peace... may you
be at peace as well as you continue to serve the Father. You will be in our prayers,
and it is with deep sympathy in our hearts that we say, "The Lord bless thee, and
keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the
Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."

Charles and Kathy Alba - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Tracy,

Your Dad is now in the loving arms of his Heavenly Father. He will experience no
more pain, no more struggles or tears that this life on earth can bring. What joy to
know that you will see your Dad again! May God comfort you and surround you and
your family with His amazing love.
Love in Christ,
Susan Cook
Susan Cook - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers. God bless you.

Sincerely,
Sharron Garner
Cobb County Fire Dept.
Sharron Garner - May 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Our Thoughts and Prayers Are
With You and Your Family During
These Difficult Times.

Your Friends,

John & Carol Murray
John & Carol Murray - May 12, 2011 at 12:00 AM

