CSM Jackie Lee Barker
October 26, 1934 - May 10, 2012

CSM Jackie Lee Barker, Ret., age 77, of Mesa, AZ, passed away on Thursday, May 10,
2012. A graveside service will be held at 1pm on Wednesday, May 16, 2012, at the
Georgia National Cemetery in Canton, GA with military honors. Born in Seneca, KS, Mr.
Barker was a 1952 graduate of Beatrice High School in Beatrice, NE. He enlisted in the
United States Army in 1955 and retired in 1984 after 33 years of service. He was a 1973
graduate of the Sergeants Major Academy. During his military career, CSM Barker served
as CSM for the Readiness Region 5 at Fort Knox and was also Post Sgt. Major at Ft.
McPherson from 1979-1981. In 1968 he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal
and the Purple Heart and Bronze Star while serving with the 4th Infantry Division in
Vietnam. After his retirement, he became a military instructor at San Marcos Baptist
Military School and was recalled to duty in 1990 for Desert Storm. CSM Barker was a
member of the VFW and the American Legion. He was also Chairman of Activities
Committee at Sunset Resort in AZ, where he resided with his wife, Clara. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Jim and Flossie Barker; brothers, Bob and Jim; sister,
Betty and step-children, Butch and Jacky. Survivors include his wife, Clara Barker;
daughter, Dawn Krahwinkel and husband, Anthony of Powder Springs, GA; sister, Patricia
Tucker and husband, Jim of Beatrice, NE; sister-in-law, Carole Barker of Iowa;
grandchildren, Alithea Corter-Bell and husband, Bryan of Los Angeles, CA, Samantha
McGowan of Miles City, MT, Jonathan Milloy of Longview, WA and Brittany Lassle of Miles
City, MT and numerous great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Please visit
westcobbfuneralhome.com for a complete obituary and online guest book. Memorial
contributions can be made to Army Community Services at Ft. Knox, 502-624-6291,
Building 5101, 12th Armored Division Avenue
Fort Knox, KY 40121

Events
MAY
16

Receive Friends

11:00AM - 12:00PM

West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc.
2480 Macland Rd, Marietta, GA, US, 30064

MAY
16

Graveside

01:00PM

Georgia National Cemetery
1080 Veteran Cemetery Rd., Canton, GA, US

Comments

“

Dear Clara and family. I knew Jack was ill when Betty passed away. I am so sorry for
your loss. I remember Uncle Jack with Uncle Bob and Dad (Jim/Son) playing cards
with Betty, Norman, Pat and Tucker.. Such fun memories. Blessing to all.

Sherri Barker- Hil - November 12, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was a brand new 19 year old 2LT at Fort Lewis and then Staff Sgt Barker took me
under his wing. I retired as a LTC and I always remembered him and wished I could
have thanked him for the guidance he gave me.

John Peeff - October 14, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Sincere condolences for your loss. May God bring you comfort at this difficult time.
Rev.21:3-4

K. Carney - October 07, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm sorry for your loss, Clara. We will miss you in Arizona.

Dorothy Jensen - June 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our prayers and thoughts are with you and your family, Clara.

Dave and Karen Waytenick - June 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Lots of terrific memories of Jack at Sunset Resort. He always made us laugh.
Wonderful memories of him singing "Jambalaya" with his own words! And we always
loved his rendition of "My Way" which was very fitting indeed. We miss you, Jack.
Keep 'em in line up there!

Angie and Al Senger - May 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We send our sympathy to Clara and family on the loss of Jack. He was a dear friend
and capable Chair of the Sunset Resort Council. May memories of Jack and
recollection of Jack's decorated service in US Army sustain you in your sorrow. God
Bless you and keep you as you move forward. Love and condolences. Maurice and
Karen

Maurice and Karen Polowick - May 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

A sympathy card has been sent to the family of CSM Jackie Lee Barker.

May 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Please accept sincere condolences from the Fries family of New Braunfels.
Jack's death (along with so many other friends and colleages from SMA) is so sad
and disheartning.
Jack was a great man and great soldier who is now standing his post in heaven.

MSG (Ret.) Gil Fries - May 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Clara, Dawn & families:

Tom and I would like to express our deepest sympathy to you. The entries on the
website describing Uncle Jack were astounding. Not many people that part from this
earth ~ can be labled with such respect ~ as fearless leader, wonderful influence,
great example, great personality, inspirational, charismatic, father figure, mentor and
an American hero just to name a few.
All of the wonderful comments about Jack have to mean so very much to all of you.
Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers now and the days ahead.
RIP Jack ~ you certainly were loved!!
Tom & Diana Gilbert - May 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Clara and Dawn, we are sorry to hear of Uncle Jack's death, but he is in a better
place now and is no longer suffering. Jack was always such a jovial person to be
around. We will all miss his smiling face. We will keep your family in our thoughts and
prayers.

Dale and Joyce Gilbert - May 17, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

CSM Barker will be greatly missed! He was the model of what a NCO should be. He
provided purpose, direction, motivation, and inspiration to so many in his life, and for
that I feel I can speak for many, and say thank you!

CSM, your drive, humanity, attention to detail, and personality will forever be
remembered.

You as well as you family will be in my thoughts and prayers!

R.I.P Hero!
SFC Christopher Alley - May 16, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory becomes a treasure.
~Author Unknown

love ya
Nancy Tassin - May 16, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

On behalf of the Adult Health
Department

Cobb And Douglas Public health - May 16, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

CSM Barker and I had many memomorable conversations while I was at the
Academy. He will be missed, R.I.P.

James McCormick - May 16, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Sgt.Major Barker was one of the biggest supporters and reason that I became Cadet
Colonel at San Marcos Baptist Academy, Class of 1987. What a wonderful time in my
life I had as Corps Commander. Thanks Sgt. Major. Thanks for your service. You
were a true Man and Hero for our beloved Country. God Bless to you and your
family. David Ireland Allbright

David Ireland Allbright - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I saw ONE food fight in the SMA cafeteria. It was over a long leave weekend, so
there were only about 20 people in the dinning hall. CSM Barker walked into the
middle of it an yelled "STOP"!! It was as if the food stopped in mid air. Not a single
crumb touched him. It was surreal... (there was a colorful word or two along with
"stop"...)

The man had charisma. The man had command presence. The man had my respect.

R.I.P Sir!
Jason Gadberry (SMA '83-'89) - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the cadets at SMBA he was loud, stern and sometimes rough as he was
supposed to be. To the girls, he was chivalry, respect, a quick smile and the fastest
hand to get a door ever! You should be proud of all the lives he touched, people all
over the world grieve with you. God Bless

Kelli Heard - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Barker family,

I want to sent him regards and respect to Sgt Major! he was a wonderful influence in
us young cadets at SMA. He shared so many interesting stories, gave wisdom,
shared insights, and gave us wonderful footsteps and principles that have guided us
over 25 years later. Thank you CSM Barker! You were a wonderful leader and a
great mentor to us all! Thank you again!
Ryan Fenley, MBA, MHM - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

May God Bless you in heaven and your family on earth always.

Shawn - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We will miss you CSM Barker. You're leadership and influence lives on forever!

Ric Kellogg - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

A sympathy card has been sent to the family of CSM Jackie Lee Barker c/o West
Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory funeral home.

May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To all of the family and friends of CSM Barker: I want you to know what a blessing he
was to SMA both as a coworker and as a mentor to students. I'm sure you have read
many ex-students' comments, and believe me, they all ring true! It was a blessing to
know and work with CSM and I will always smile when I remember him and some of
his wry remarks.

Carolyn Goss - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you to our fearless leader. All you've done for us has been greatly
appreciated. You touched so many hearts. Thanks for the memories dean Friend.
God has now granted you peace.

Friends at Sunset Resort - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I can't tell you how genuinely sad this has made me today. Between Coach Slaughter
and CSM Barker I couldn't have asked for better father figures and people to shape
my growing up. It took a long time for the teachings to show but I don't ever forget
where they came from. Coffee in hand walking the halls during study hall and before
TAPS is my imprinted image and favorite time with him. Eins, Zwei, Drei was all the
German he taught me, 8th grade. Fastest lesson ever!!!! The amount of respect I
have for him is immeasurable. RIP Jack!!!! I’d salute but you always did work a
living!!!!

Hans Bohlmann - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Barker Family, please accept my most sincere condolences on the passing of
CSM Barker.

CSM Barker had an ability to connect with us kids at SMA by being tough but fair and
understanding. He taught us but never preached to us. He had our instant respect
from the very first encounter onwards.

Thank you for your service to our country and enriching so many young lives along
the way.
Michael Ruediger (SMA 91) - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

SMBA Class of 1985.
CSM Barker was a great mentor, a great teacher and overall a great person. I'm so
sad to hear about his passing.
When I was a Senior at SMA, CSM Baker saw leadership qualities in me, and
because of him I became a Captain in the Staff. I was the S1. I very much appreiate
what he did for me and thank him becuase though this day I'm a leader in my
business, my community and my family.
I will miss him very much. Back in January of this year I tried to look for CSM Barker
in FB and thourgh Google, but I couldn't find him, I'm so sad I was able to find him
this way.

May God be always with him and his family. My thoughts and prayers are with you
all.
Guillermo A. Sanchez - from Piedras Negras, Mexico. - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

i grew up without my dad but when i reconnected with him in 2002,was sad to here of
his death i know he loved me and i loved him his first daughter pamie

pamela rae Barker - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

SGT. Major -- what a great man of honor you were and a great example for all the
young people you touched at SMA. I loved working with you and hearing all stories
and jokes at the dinner table. The kids and staff loved you dearly.

Mrs. Barker--Thanks for sharing your husband with all of us for soooo many years.
Sgt. Major will truly be missed. Take Care and my prayers are with you and your
family!!!
Cathy Mitchell - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

The world has lost a great man. He was the single most important influence in my life
at San Marcos and in my life afterward. RIP, SgtMjr.

Chris Davidson - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Your tour is done CSM Barker; rest easy knowing that you served with honor and
touched many lives along the way. We appreciate your service and sacrifice.

Pete Bacon
SMBA class of 1986
Pete Bacon - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

SGT.MAJ. was a man that I have alway held in the highest regard. He was my doem
director at SMA from 1985-1989. Although I had not spoken to him in over 20 yeras
his words of wisdom always echoed in my mind. I am very sorry for your loss and
loss of another American hero. God Bless you and your family.

Steve Clay - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Clara and her family. CSM Barker was a great man
and when I was just a kid was there for me. Never forgot that. I respected CSM
Barker very much. I tried to be as good of a Soldier as he and my father (CSM
McGowan) were

Michael McGowan - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am most fortunate to have had you as my uncle. But you were so much more to me
than that. You were my boss, adviser, mentor, and friend. To all of the boys at San
Marcos Academy for whom you served as dorm director, you were their hero and
mine. You had a mile of stripes on your sleeves and we all called you Sergeant
Major.

For so many young people at a boarding school far away from home, you were the
best father figure anyone could ever hope to have. For some, you were better than
their own father. For me, you were an inspiration and a living example of leadership
at its best. I will always remain proud and thankful for the tremendous impact you
made on my life at a time when I so badly needed a positive change.

Thank you for your 33 years of service to this country, for your times in combat, your
fatherhood of my cousins, your marriage to my aunt, the holidays our families spent
together, all of the jokes and stories and lessons and good times.

Thank you so much for bringing me to San Marcos. I wouldn't have been here to
meet my wife if it weren't for you.

I'll raise a glass of Scotch in your honor and love and remember you forever.

Chris Hurd - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We the free and the brave have once again lost one our brave soldiers! But in his
passing he has left behind a legacy that will never deminish nor fade away. He has
trained many soldiers and mentored many more in his travels! God bless the Barker
family and be with his family during this time of grieving

SFC (Ret) Mark McGowan - May 15, 2012 at 12:00 AM

