Betty Louise Evans
April 12, 1931 - January 3, 2017

Betty Louise Howard Evans was born on April 12, 1931, and she left this life on January 3,
2017, at the age of 85.
She was preceded in death by her beloved husband Bill, her parents (Curtis and Lida Mae
Howard), three siblings (Robert, Jo Ann, and Nadine Howard), one grandchild (John Brian
Evans), twin great-grandchildren (Camille and Knox Dacus), and a host of aunts and
uncles.
Betty is survived by her 6 children (Lynn Evans of Bristol, PA; Beth VanRheenen of
Washington, MI; Myra Hale of Ruston, LA; Anne Carroll of Powder Springs, GA; Camille
Warren of Kennesaw, GA; and Howard Evans of Philadelphia, PA), 8 grandchildren, and 4
great-grandchildren.
Betty (also known as “Beez,” and, later in life, as “MomMom”) was born and reared in
Texon, an oil town in West Texas, that she fondly described as a tight-knit community. It
was also in West Texas that her Christian life began. In June 1946, at the age of 15, she
was the first in her family to name Jesus Christ as her savior, and her mother and father
soon followed. Betty was thrilled with their new lives in Christ, which “changed completely
because the Lord touched our lives in every aspect.”
In 1950, Betty graduated from Reagan County High School in Big Lake, Texas. She loved
learning and she loved competing, a combination that resulted in her being valedictorian.
Also in 1950, Betty married Bill Evans, the love of her life. Their family—2 boys and 4 girls
—was their greatest source of happiness and pride. Her first 5 children are biological, and
Howard, number 6, was chosen through adoption. Betty considered rescuing two-year-old
Howard from a Philadelphia slum the crowning achievement of her life.
Bill shared Betty’s love for God, Christ Jesus, and His church, and he felt called to the
Northeast to join a small congregation even though his degree was in Mechanical
Engineering, not ministry. Thus, in December 1960, Bill obtained employment with
General Electric in Philadelphia, and he and Betty moved to Pennsylvania, worshiping first
at the Levittown Church of Christ and later at the Valley Road Church of Christ in
Warrington, one they helped to establish. Their love for God was the primary motivating
factor of their lives.
When Betty’s husband, Bill, was 45, he had a major heart attack. Although he was able to

resume a full life, he and Betty realized that they needed to be prepared in the event of
another health crisis, so at the age of 40, Betty was employed outside the home for the
first time, working for Rohm and Haas, a major chemical company headquartered in
Center City Philadelphia. Though she began as a clerk processing Bills of Lading, her
quick intelligence and hard work soon led her to become the head of the company’s
Import/Export Department.
As Bill had feared, he had a second heart attack in 1974, and he died at the age of 48,
leaving Betty a 43-year-old widow with 4 children still at home. She was devastated but
not defeated. In fact, she often said that the 3 years between his heart attacks was a gift
from God that allowed her to prepare for being single. She continued to enjoy her work
and saw to it that all 6 of her children finished college. She began to travel extensively,
and she continued to delight in what she called her “wonderful family.”
As the years passed, Betty welcomed her children’s spouses—Dierdra Douglas Evans,
Mark VanRheenen, Ken Hale, Ed Carroll, and Dave Warren. A great joy in her life was her
8 grandchildren: Bill Evans, III, of Bristol, PA; Danielle and Danae Evans of Atlanta, GA;
Sara Dacus of Searcy, AR; Anne Nichols of Shelby, MI; Dylan Jones of Brentwood, TN;
and David and Allison Carroll of Powder Springs, GA.
Although Betty suffered terrible losses, especially her sisters who died as toddlers and her
beloved husband, she did not allow her losses to define her. Instead, she was defined by
love: her love for God and Jesus Christ, her love for her family, and her love for others.
She was an extraordinary woman who will be deeply missed.
Betty’s memorial service will be held at the Valley Road Church of Christ, 978 Valley
Road, Warrington, Pennsylvania on Saturday, January 14, 2017. Family visitation will be
at 9:30 a.m. and the memorial at 10:30 a.m. with interment to follow at Hillside Cemetery
in Roslyn. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association.

Cemetery

Events

Hillside Cemetery

JAN

2556 Susquehanna Road

14

Roslyn, PA, 19001

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

Valley Road Church of Christ
978 Valley Road, Warrington, PA, US, 18976

JAN
14

Memorial Service

10:30AM

Valley Road Church of Christ
978 Valley Road, Warrington, PA, US, 18976

Comments

“

Ms. Betty became a mom to me even more after a hardship event in my life back in
2001. She became my mentor, a mom, genuine dear friend and special angel in my
life. Even after I left Georgia I would call her or she would call me to see how I was
doing and guide me through my new journey in Texas. I would not make a decision
until I spoke with her and got more guidance for what I was about to do. And before
each conversation as we were about to hang up from our call she would tell me to
get quiet and focus as we would go into prayer
before our Heavenly Father and
place all my troubles in his hands. What a wonderful woman of God she was to so
many. She loved her kids, grandkids so much. She was a light to many and a
blessing to all. She will be missed by so many. I know one day we will see each other
again and I look so forward to the day when I can sit with her again and we can
worship our Heavenly Father together again.
Love you Ms. Betty i have missed you so much and more even now. I'll see you on
the other side. RIP. Your other daughter in Texas. Cassie Salinas

Cassie Salinas - January 13, 2017 at 08:00 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Betty Louise Evans.

January 10, 2017 at 01:03 PM

“

I only met Betty just once. I remember her gorgeous and endearing smile and
thinking to myself that I now knew where my mentor, her dear daughter Beth, got it
from. She made me feel accepted, and if I recall properly, she told me she could now
see why I was "so special." I didn't know Betty personally, but I knew her daughter,
know her daughter, and I love her and am beyond grateful to her. So Betty, rest in
heaven knowing you have a beautiful legacy behind, and a wonderful daughter who
KEEPS shining your's and Jesus's light with every life she touches. My prayers and
thoughts with all the family, including my dear, old friend and mentor, Beth. Much
love.

savannah garcia - January 08, 2017 at 09:27 PM

“

Dear Cammile so sorry to hear of your Moms passing our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family
Yours in Christ
Rick & Shirley Leger
BHCC

Rick & Shirley Leger - January 07, 2017 at 05:05 PM

“

Betty was indeed a dedicated Christian lady who lived a life of service and love for
those around her. She was my spiritual counselor and close friend. I have such fond
memories of sitting around the table in her home in Hatboro, and enjoying her
wonderful yeast rolls. Betty raised wonderful Christian children, and she was so
proud of her family!
Although she didn't know us the last time we visited her in Atlanta, she was still her
sweet self. That visit will remain a special memory of Betty in my heart. Betty is
missed by all who had the privilege of knowing her.
Kathy and Chip Hartzell

Kathy Hartzell - January 07, 2017 at 04:53 PM

“

Mrs. Evans always welcomed all of Camille's zany friends into her home without
question. She always had open arms, a full smile and an amazing heart. She always
gave Camille a long leash to make her own choices, knowing that she had laid a
strong foundation of Faith & Trust in the Lord. Whenever things did go awry, I can still
hear her voice beckon from some part of the house on Roberts Ave as she hollered,
"Ca-meeeel" with the most delightful southern accent. Mrs Evans remains in my
heart as one of the mothers of my childhood who influenced me to be who I am
today. She will be dearly missed. May her Light shine through her incredible children.
She must be very proud of herself.. To another angel in Heaven! May she rest in
peace.

Colette Zygmont - January 07, 2017 at 04:42 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Betty Louise Evans.

January 07, 2017 at 12:47 PM

“

Betty was a shining example of love and serving others. She endeared herself to all
who met her. Her wonderful rolls were enjoyed by our family at many church events
but especially one Thanksgiving morning when she delivered them hot from her oven
to our home after I had been in the hospital. She was the epitome of Southern
hospitality. We will miss her dearly at Burnt Hickory! Ron and Janice Wiley

Janice Wiley - January 07, 2017 at 10:05 AM

“

My friendship with Betty began at Camp Manatawny when she shared her electric
blanket with me. She warned me that the price of sharing would be that she would
talk my ear off, thus began a very long and close friendship. I did as much talking as
she did! I was privileged to travel with Betty and to become to know her beloved
family. I, too, look forward to a sweet reunion around the throne.

Judy Beckett - January 07, 2017 at 09:47 AM

